The Humility of Tending
A Message from Pastor Steve

Update from last month: On February 9, the birds showed up at our feeder, and boy, did they come! At one time, we
spotted a sparrow, a chickadee, a redbird, and a cardinal. Now, the continual ﬁlling of the feeder begins . . .
Do you believe God can make streams in the desert, grow a
sheltering tree from a mustard seed, keep light burning from
almost-empty oil lamps? These are all biblical images of God’s
provision in barren conditions, and all images of promises that
require faith.
“Humble” is not the ﬁrst word that comes to mind in
describing Jehovah, the God of Israel. As you read in the books of
Moses this month, though, look for ways He is just that. See how
often He condescends to encourage and provide for an
ungrateful multitude so stubborn and rebellious. He is willing to
lower Himself in order to raise up sinners to an understanding of
holiness.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

The Bible refers to Moses as the most humble man on earth
(Numbers 12:3), yet we think of him as so mighty. Of all the
ways Jesus could have described Himself, He chose the words
“gentle and lowly/humble” (Matthew 11). Certainly, Jesus, too,
was powerful! Humility is not weakness. Rather, it is a
willingness to be utterly dependent on the Lord in every way, a
commitment to tend to His assignments.
Whether it’s tending His ﬂock as a shepherd or tending His
garden as a caretaker, humility is demonstrating faith in His plan ~ St. Francis of Assisi
and His ability to achieve it, demonstrated by obedience in the
face of frustrating, seemingly impossible situations, for the long
haul — day after day, week after week, year after year. It’s ﬁlling up the watering
can and saturating a desert plot repeatedly, because God has planted a
valuable seed there and has trusted you to nurture it. It’s not lecturing God
about a more desirable place more worthy of your talents and energies.
Humility is tending — maybe never seeing the fruit in your lifetime — but
always trusting that it will grow.
This is the humility of Moses. This is the
humility of Jesus. May it be our humility as well!

The LORD will always lead you, satisfy you in a parched land, and strengthen your bones. You
will be like a watered garden and like a spring whose water never runs dry (Isaiah 58:11).
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Memory Verse: Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality

with God as something to be exploited. Instead He emptied himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking on the
likeness of humanity. And when he had come as a man, He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death —
even to death on a cross (Philippians 2:5-8).

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27—March 5, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:
§
§

How will it be known that I and your people have found favor with you unless you go with us? I and your people will be
distinguished by this from all the other people on the face of the earth (Exodus 33:16).
He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the
greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-39).

DAILY Disciplines:

BIBLE READING/H.E.A.R.

MONDAY, 2/28

TUESDAY. 3/1

WEDNESDAY. 3/2

c Exodus 32-33

c Exodus 34-36:1

c Exodus 40

c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

c John 14:6

c

c
c Ezekiel 11:19-20

FRIDAY, 3/4
c Leviticus 8-9
c
c Matthew 11:28-30

c Leviticus 16-17
c
c Acts 16:14

WEEK OF March 6-12, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:

Remove these pages for a 2022 Journal

§

§

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, so that you would no longer be their slaves. I broke
the bars of your yoke and enabled you to live in freedom (Leviticus 26:13).
Moses then summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you will go with
this people into the land the LORD swore to give to their ancestors. You will enable them to take possession of
it. The LORD is the one who will go before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or abandon you. Do not be
afraid or discouraged” (Deuteronomy 31:7-8).

DAILY Disciplines:

BIBLE READING/H.E.A.R.

MONDAY, 3/7

TUESDAY. 3/8

WEDNESDAY. 3/9

c Leviticus 23

c Leviticus 26

c Numbers 11-12

c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

c 2 Timothy 2:25-26

c
c Luke 10:2

c
c Matthew 5:16

FRIDAY, 3/11
c Numbers 13-14
c
c Romans 10:1-3

c Numbers 16-17
c
c Ephesians 6:19-20

Humble
On the left, write a way that God demonstrates humility. On the right, write a way we can imitate Him.

The righteous shall live by faith

Faced with stubbornness
and apathy, God keeps
trying, over and over. He tends!

I need to
keep trying
and tending!
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God chooses which seeds to plant and where to plant them. We don’t Lecture Him about what is better. We water His Garden, believing it will accomplish His purposes.
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WEEK OF March 13-19, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:

For what great nation is there that has a god near to it as the Lord our God is to us whenever we call to him? . . . “Listen,
Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
strength. These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. Repeat them to your children. Talk about them
when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind them as a sign
on your hand and let them be a symbol on your forehead. Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your city gates
(Deuteronomy 4:7; 6:4-9).

DAILY Disciplines:

BIBLE READING /H.E.A.R.

MONDAY, 3/14

TUESDAY. 3/15

c Num 20; 27:12-23

c Numbers 34-35

c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

c

c Exodus 34:6-7

c Psalm 96:1-3

FRIDAY, 3/18
c Deuteronomy 1-2

c
c Eccles 6:11-12

c Deuteronomy 6-7

c
c Jonah 4:10-11

c
c Habakkuk 2:14

WEEK OF March 20-26, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:

§ “Listen, Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your strength. These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. Repeat them to your children. Talk about
them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind them
as a sign on your hand and let them be a symbol on your forehead. Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
city gates (Joshua 1:8-9).
§ How happy is the one who does not walk in the advice of the wicked or stand in the pathway with sinners or sit in the
company of mockers! Instead, his delight is in the LORD’s instruction, and he meditates on it day and night (Psalm 1:1-2).

DAILY Disciplines:

MONDAY, 3/21
BIBLE READING /H.E.A.R.

Deuteronomy
c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

TUESDAY. 3/22
c Deut 32:48-52; 34
c

c 1 Chron. 16:34

FRIDAY, 3/25

c Ephesians 1:13

c
c Mark 4:3-9

c Joshua 1-2
c
c Mark 10:21-22

c
c Acts 2:37-38

WEEK OF March 27—April 2, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:

§ “Therefore, fear the LORD and worship him in sincerity and truth. Get rid of the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the
Euphrates River and in Egypt, and worship the LORD. But if it doesn’t please you to worship the LORD, choose for yourselves
today: Which will you worship—the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods of the Amorites
in whose land you are living? As for me and my family, we will worship the LORD” (Joshua 24:14-15).
§ . . . and abandoned the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed other gods
from the surrounding peoples and bowed down to them. They angered the Lord (Judges 2:12).

DAILY Disciplines:

MONDAY, 3/28
BIBLE READING /H.E.A.R.

c Josh 5:10-15:6
c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

TUESDAY. 3/29

c 2 Peter 3:8-9

FRIDAY, 4/1
c Joshua 23-24

c

c

c Revelation 5:9 c Revelation 21:3-6

c Judges 2-3
c
c Psalm 1:1-2

c Judges 4
c
c JOHN 14:6

