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A Message from Pastor Steve
Our world desperately needs us to be the people of God the way He intended. We
are not. This side of glory, we never will be. We are constantly in need of reﬁnement
that we will never willingly welcome. Puriﬁcation is too painful. Though it hurts Him,
our Father must lead us through afﬂiction to more effectively and accurately reﬂect the
truths of Who is — for both our good and the good of those who need to see Him in us.

Live Christ

The greatest thing any of us can do is not to live for Christ but to live Christ. It is not
to try to do or be some great thing but simply to have Him and let Him live His own life
in us; abiding in Him and He in us, and letting Him reﬂect His own graces, His own faith,
His own consecration, His own love, His own patience, His own gentleness, His own
words in us, while we “declare the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His
wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). It is a higher standard than human perfection, and yet it
is possible for a poor, sinful, imperfect man to realize it through the perfect Christ who
comes to live within us.

Lift Christ

The darker the night, the greater the need for light. The more painful the grief of
brokenness, the more we need comfort. The more lonely, the greater the need for a
friend. We need more worship, more praise, more meditation on His Word.
¨ On Sunday, June 5, we are extending a new informal time of worship the ﬁrst
Sunday of each month at 6 PM. There will be no pastor sermon — just those Godcentered thoughts and experiences that further our understanding of what it means
to live “in Christ.” More praise, more prayer, more penitence, more pursuing. Please
join us!
¨ Recommit to the difﬁcult process of discipleship together. I know that this year’s “In
Christ” focus is a difﬁcult one that requires greater wrestling and sacriﬁce for most
of us. Lean into the challenge this summer and seek to know the heart of God as
seen in the virtues of Christ.

Love Christ

Awake, north wind,
and come, south wind!
Blow on my garden,
that its fragrance may
spread everywhere.
SONG OF SONGS 4:16

The Bible makes abundantly clear that we cannot say we love God and not love and
serve others. This month, we have opportunities to reﬂect Christ authentically to others
as we encourage and share the Gospel:
¨ Monday, June 6, at 4:15 PM, come plan how FBC can share the gospel with the
world’s children and their families through Operation Christmas Child. We’ll meet
on the front porch.
¨ Help serve food while you encourage those going through classes at Love, INC. Our
ladies are cooking for all. We’ll meet at Tinkling Springs Presbyterian at 5 PM.
¨ Pray for and attend the June 13 “The Call to Love and Care” seminar FBC is hosting.
Be sure to make your reservation by June 1.
¨ Pray for and serve as you can through this year’s Vacation Bible School June 16-18.
See Shawn for ideas and places of service.

“You smell delightfully fragrant,” said the Gravel Walk to the Flowers.
“We have been trodden on,” replied the Flowers.
“Does that cause it?” asked the Gravel Walk. “Treading on me produces no
sweetness.”
“Our natures are different,” answered the Flowers. “Gravel walks become only the
harder by being trodden upon; but the effect on our own selves is that, if pressed and
bruised when the dew is upon us, we give forth the sweet smell you now delight in.”

Trials and brokenness come alike to the Christian and to the worldly. One grows
bitter and hardened under the experience, while the other becomes more Christlike.
Their natures are different.
Let us lift up Christ and one another in our brokenness, aware that we are one body,
and that the beauty of Christ will save the world! May we reﬂect His beauty!

June 2022

Discipleship
Reflecting Christ in Us

Virtually the entire Hebrew Bible is a story of broken relationships, broken covenants,
and broken dreams. That’s why the promise of Isaiah 61:1-3 shines so brightly, as it
speaks of one who would proclaim good news that would bind up the brokenhearted, set
free the captives, and bring gladness in place of mourning. When Jesus began His public
ministry, according to Luke 4:18-25, He cited that very text as a sort of mission statement,
and His ministry is remembered as one of healing both broken bodies and broken souls.
Study to learn our Lord’s lessons on brokenness this month.

Beauty
will save
the
world!

Week of June 1-4, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:
¨
¨

June Memory Verse

So in Christ we, though many,
form one body, and
each member belongs
to all the others
(Romans 12:5).

You reveal the path of life to me; in Your presence is abundant joy; at Your right
hand are eternal pleasures (Psalm 16:11).
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in
me, even if he dies, will live. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).

DAILY Disciplines:

FRIDAY, 6/3
BIBLE READING/H.E.A.R.

c Hosea 1-3
c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

c John 14:6

c Hosea 1:1; 9

c Joel 1-3

c
c Ezek 11:19-20

c
c Matt 11:28-30

Remove these pages for a 2022 Journal

Week of June 5-11, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:
¨

¨

But He was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him,
and we are healed by His wounds. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the LORD has
punished Him for the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:5-6).
When He was insulted, He did not insult in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten but entrusted Himself to the
one who judges justly. He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we might live for
righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed (Psalm 139:15-16).

DAILY Disciplines:

MONDAY, 6/6
BIBLE READING /H.E.A.R.

c Isaiah 44-45
c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

TUESDAY. 6/7

c 2 Cor 4:4-6

c
c 2 Tim 2:25-26

FRIDAY, 6/10
c Isaiah 52-53
c
c Luke 10:2

5

c
c
c Matthew 5:16

c
c Romans 10:1-3

Broken
The righteous shall live by faith

In June, we are running quickly through the consequences of
Israel’s unfaithfulness and the consequences of a broken covenant
set against the backdrop of God’s faithful and a new covenant.
We don’t often think of our powerful, sovereign God, who never
fails, as “broken.” Yet, if you look closely at this month’s Scriptures
and meditate on them, God’s broken heart is evident. If you consider
that brokenness was a fundamental focus of Jesus’ ministry — one
that reveals our heavenly Father — His identiﬁcation with the
broken becomes intensely obvious.
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Observations of
Ways God
Allows
Himself to
Be Broken

Throughout the Bible, beautiful images of brokenness transcended and becoming beautiful abound. The proper response
of sacriﬁcial worship is portrayed in Mary’s breaking of her alabaster vase to release its anointing perfume for Jesus’ burial at
the end of His suffering. When we remember the Lord in communion, the images we connect with are His broken body and
shed blood. Jesus sweat great drops of blood that displayed His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane — an image of olives
being pressed to release their precious, valuable, life- and health-giving oils.
We are broken people. Yet, the good news remains good, even in our brokenness. Deep brokenness leads to mourning, and
mourning has the capacity to lead us toward God. Mourning comes before comforting. Brokenness comes before healing. As
we engage our brokenness, we open our hearts to forgiveness, to acceptance, to growth, and ultimately, to renewed strength
and healing.
As people who have experienced both brokenness and healing, we gain a greater capacity to care for others by entering
their world and sharing their grief. In doing so, we discover hope and healing welling up both for them and for us.
Use these pages to reﬂect on the miracle of how brokenness becomes God-glorifying beauty.
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Week of June 12-18, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:
¨
¨

Without revelation people run wild, but one who follows divine instruction will be happy (Proverbs 29:18).
“Indeed, I am about to summon all the clans and kingdoms of the north.” This is the LORD’s declaration. “They will come,
and each king will set up his throne at the entrance to Jerusalem’s gates. They will attack all her surrounding walls and
all the other cities of Judah” (Jeremiah 1:15).

DAILY Disciplines:

MONDAY, 6/13

TUESDAY. 6/14

2 Kings 17-18

c 2 Kings 19-21

BIBLE READING /H.E.A.R.

c

FRIDAY, 6/17
c 2 Kings 22-23

c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

c Jeremiah 1-3:5

c

c Exodus 34:6-7

c

c Psalm 96:1-3

c

c Jonah 4:10-11

Week of June 19-25, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:
¨

¨

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of
ﬂesh. I will place my Spirit within you and cause you to follow my statutes and carefully observe my ordinances (Ezekiel
36:26-27).
All the inhabitants of the earth are counted as nothing, and He does what he wants with the army of heaven and the
inhabitants of the earth. There is no one who can block His hand or say to Him, “What have you done?” (Daniel 4:35).

DAILY Disciplines:

MONDAY, 6/20
BIBLE READING /H.E.A.R.

FRIDAY, 6/24

25 c

c
c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

TUESDAY. 6/21
c

c Col 1:13-14

c 1 Chron 16:34

37
c

c Ephesians 1:13

c Daniel 1-2
c
c Mark 4:3-9

c Daniel 3
c
c Mark 10:21-22

Week of June 26-July 2, 2022
Verses for Daily Meditation:
¨

¨

I issue a decree that in all my royal dominion, people must tremble in fear before the God of Daniel: “For He is the living
God, and He endures forever; His kingdom will never be destroyed, and His dominion has no end. He rescues and
delivers; He performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth, for He has rescued Daniel from the power of
the lions” (Daniel 6:26-27).
Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, listen and act! My God, for Your own sake, do not delay, because Your city and Your
people bear Your name (Daniel 9:19).

DAILY Disciplines:

MONDAY, 6/27
BIBLE READING /H.E.A.R.

c Daniel 5-6
c

PRAYER/WHO’s YOUR 1?

TUESDAY. 6/28

c 1 Thess 1:8-10

FRIDAY, 7/1
c Ezra 1-2

c
c 2 Peter 3:8-9

c
c Revelation 5:9

c Ezra 3-4
c

c Ezra 5-6
c
c John 14:6
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Letters from
Family &
Friends

My sincere appreciation for the prayers, cards and
ﬂowers during the little detour in my life’s
journey! God in His never-ending love and mercy
has truly carried me on the road to recovery with
loving family, professional medical attention and so
very many prayer warriors! I continue therapy and
medical attention into July with hopes of complete
recovery to serve in whatever God leads in service to
His glory! May we continue to praise and go tell His
story!
~ Mae Palmer

Thank you all so much for the ways you celebrated our
30th anniversary and my 64th birthday last month. Your
cards and other thoughtful expressions of love and
support are much appreciated!
~ Pastor Steve

With Christian
Sympathy to:
Mike Ruch and the Holsinger family on
the death of Mike’s mother-in-law and
the Holsinger children’s greatgrandmother, Virginia Gregory, on May 7

DEACONS

Danny Pritchett

Your deacons are striving to make contacts with all of
our members. Our deacon ministry teams are working to
help with your special needs. However, again, if we don’t
know of a need, we can’t help. Please let us know if you, a
family member, or even another church member needs
something. We are here to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and you!
As we start the “In Christ
Virtue: Brokenness” are you
broken? Are we broken over
the way things are today? We
can’t avoid broken hearts,
broken relationships, broken
promises — the list is endless.
But, there is good news! God
can use brokenness and turn it
into a blessing. In the book of
Jeremiah, he was broken; the
Let my heart be
word is used 28 times.
broken with the
Jeremiah was a man whose
heart was broken by the sins
things that break the
of his people and tragedies of
heart of God.
his time. Sounds like today?
It was so bad he even asked why he was born.
Here again, the Bible says that God is able to comfort
even in broken times. Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. Your Bible
might use the word “adversity” for “brokenness.”
From Fanny Crosby words: “Come, oh come, with broken

heart, weary and worn with care; come and kneel at the
open door; Jesus is waiting there.” Oh, First Baptist Church,
what hope we have!

Celebra on is a spiritual discipline, and we need to always
celebrate what God is doing in our lives. “This is the day that
the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm
118:24). Celebrate God’s goodness!
In June we celebrate each person with a birthday,
anniversary or other signiﬁcant event. We send wishes to
Danny and Be y Pritche who will celebrate their 54th
wedding anniversary on June 22. Pentecost Sunday is June 5,
which commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the
Apostles and other disciples following the Cruciﬁxion,
Resurrec on, and Ascension of Jesus Christ (Acts 2), and it
marks the beginning of the Chris an
church's mission to the world. We
celebrate Father's Day on Sunday, June
19, a day honoring all fathers,
grandfathers and father ﬁgures for their
contribu ons in our lives. Juneteenth is
observed on June 19 each year commemora ng
the emancipa on of the enslaved African
Americans in 1865. The ﬁrst day
of summer arrives with the sols ce on Tuesday,
June 21.
In June the church is celebra ng the virtue of
brokenness. Those who have a broken heart and a contrite
spirit are willing to do anything and everything that God asks of
them, without resistance or resentment. This means to cease
doing things our way and learn to do them God's way
instead. When our hearts are broken, we are completely open
to the Spirit of God and recognize our dependence on Him,
which entails a sacriﬁce of pride. God will
use our brokenness to grow us in Christ and
bring us closer to Him (Psalm 34:18).

The L ord is near the brokenhearted;
He saves those crushed in spirit.

WMU

Jerrilyn MacDanel

The WMU at First Baptist Church met on Tuesday, May 3,
in the fellowship hall, with the Scripture lesson on John 15:2
and mission program on the Begin Anew program in
Tennessee. The May Mission action was Fridays at First
(which will not meet during the summer) and Vacation Bible
School which is scheduled June 16-18. Contact Jerrilyn if
you can assist in ministering to the needs of the children in
our church and community.
On June 7 WMU will be serving a
meal and providing fellowship to Love
Inc. This ministry will take the place of
the June meeting. Contact Betty Hale
for more information, or if you want to
ﬁnd out how you can help.
WMU will be sponsoring “The Call to Love and Care”
seminar on June 13 from 6-8 pm in the chapel. The program
will emphasize how church members can respond
competently and compassionately to those within the
congregation who are struggling with emotional challenges.
Participants will learn how the church can be a safe place of
refuge and healing. Teresa Sours of Isaiah 61 Ministries will
be the speaker. This program will be available to all church
members as well as members of other area churches.
The June Mission focuses on Relentless Compassion in
the Global Refugee Crisis, which is on the rise worldwide as
people are being displaced due to war, persecution, and
violence. There are an estimated 26.6 million refugees in
the world today. World Refugee Day is observed on June 20.
This global issue needs a compassionate response to
address the physical and spiritual needs of these vulnerable
people by extending mercy and sharing the Good News of
the Gospel. Study what the Bible says about welcoming

foreigners (Lev 19:33-34, John 3:16-17, 2 Corinthians 5:1720), give ﬁnancially to provide needed supplies, and pray for
missionaries working with this population. WMU
encourages church members to give ﬁnancially to the WMU
Foundation as a means to support the continued ministry of
missionaries in the North American and International
Mission Boards.
The Mission Spotlight features Paul
and Robin Tinley who have ministered
to thousands of refugees from
Venezuela crossing into Columbia.
Venezuela has a restrictive
government that causes nationwide
hardships of inﬂation, violence, and
food and medicine shortages. An
average of 5,000 people per day are ﬂeeing to bordering
countries, and are exposed to exploitation, trafﬁcking,
malnutrition and violence. The Tinleys preach, teach Bible
classes, disciple, plan events and train leaders through the
Venezuela Crisis Response Team. “God is working in the
crises so people may know Him.”
The Bible study in June focuses on Witnessing is
Obedience. Telling others about Jesus is an essential,
ongoing part of following Him. The Scripture lesson is about
how Ananias faithfully received Paul, and how Jesus calls us
to be obedient in sharing hope and making disciples. (Acts
22:1-21 and Acts 26:1-21) Saul was highly educated in
Jewish law, and was obedient to the law as he was
committed to persecuting Christians. His life was changed
by his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. He
was obedient to Jesus when he entered the city and waited
three days in darkness without knowing what was going to
happen. Obedience is “being still” and being humble
enough to receive help and instruction from others, and
witnessing that Jesus is Savior and Lord. Pray for an
obedient heart, turning away from worldly distractions and
abiding daily in Christ through the Spirit and His Word.

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulﬁll the law of Christ.

Thank You for Supporting Our First Responders Ministry!

Each month, we prepare posters, birthday cards, and a short message to deliver to
our local police, sheriff, and ﬁre and rescue departments. We appreciate those of you
who faithfully volunteer to deliver these packets and share a brief, friendly visit that
shows we care. And we thank all of you who pray in faith for their provision and
protection. May the Lord bless and keep them as they bless and keep us!

Brotherhood
.

Danny Pritchett

IT’S TIME!
WE NEED IT ALL THIS MONTH!
Please bring your yard sale items for our Annual (except
last two years) Brotherhood Inside & Yard and Bake Sale
now, this month. We need it, everything but clothes and
books (except for cookbooks). You can drop it off in the
church fellowship hall or if you need a pick-up, call the
church ofﬁce or Danny;
let us line up a time in
the weeks ahead.
Having your items in
June, we can know how
much help we will need
for our sale on

Saturday, July 16..

Hope you have already
planned how you are
going to help. Please continue to pray for the church-wide
mission, as we service our church, city, state, country, and
the world in Chris’s love.
Because of your support, your brotherhood was able to
give $100 to the Staunton/Augusta YMCA Summer Camp
Program. As always, thank you for your love, prayers, and
support.
As we celebrate Father’s Day, think about how important
the role of a father is in your family. We only need to look
in the book of Proverbs and ﬁnd over 50 times a father is
giving a son a warning, good advice, understanding and
wisdom. Proverbs 3:11-12 says, “ My son, do not despise
the chastening of the Lord, nor detest His correction. For
whom the Lord loves He corrects, just as a
father the son in whom he delights.” So, this
Father’s Day, if you have or had a godly
father, or you are being a godly father, praise
the Lord. Men, if you fall short, and
sometimes we all do, you can change it.
Starting in the book of Proverbs is a great
place to reset. Happy Father’s Day!

Men, on the second and
fourth Tuesday nights, come
to our Men’s Bible Study, led
by Michael Blosser. It’s only
one hour, but it’s a time to
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
just be men and share our
Second & Fourth Tuesdays
life’s stories and see how the
at 6:30 PM
Bible Study has been part of
our life. All men are welcome! It’s at 6:30 in the fellowship
hall.

Men’s Ministry
Michael Blosser

Who are You?
When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will
guide you into all the
truth. For he will not
speak on his own, but
he will speak
whatever he hears.
He will also declare
to you what is to
come. (John 16:13).

Lord, may we hear Your Spirit in our hearts
as we live another day. Amen.

Men, why are you alive? God’s not done with you!

May 28 was a great day for our men’s ﬁshing trip!

FAMILY Ministry
Shawn McLain

School’s out! Let the summer fun begin! Thanks to everyone
who helped with Fridays@First. We hope to resume again in the
fall. Also, don’t forget about VBS June 16-18. We are excited to have
it again after two years of Covid. Tell all your family and friends to
come and join us. We welcome all children, kindergarten through
grade 5. Keep an eye out for more events coming in July and August
as we gear up for summer! It’s gonna be great!

Hannah Pedersen
I am going to Hollins University and continuing
to do track. I did competition cheer, sideline cheer,
indoor track and outdoor track, and I was in FCCLA,
NHS, and FFA.

Elizabeth McLain
I am going to Longwood University in the fall,
with a major in Kinesiology. Throughout my high
school career I have participated in Advanced
Choir (Singing Sergeants), District Choir, the
production of the Sound of Music and the
production of Freaky Friday. I also did Tri-M and was an ofﬁcer for two
years.

Jacob Dedrick

Thank you to all who attended the
graduates’ celebration on May 22

Jacob is the grandson to Dale and Linda Jones.
He is graduating from Riverheads High School and
Valley Career and Technical Center. He ﬁnished his
last semester in a “work-based learning“ program in
electrical ﬁeld. He is undecided on future
educational plans, but will continue with his
passion for lawn care over the summer and

Church Cookout
Wednesday, June 8 at 5:30 PM

Hasn’t it been good to gather in fellowship, again? We shouldn’t take these
opportuni es for granted! As we take a summer break from our regular Wednesday
ac vi es, please come, bring a chair and invite others to enjoy community with us.

Hannah Pedersen

10

Della Griffin

15

Jimmy Kellison

Katherine Franklin

Jeane Campfield

Pam Traylor

17

21

25

30

Lindsey (Werner) Kellison

Frank Thacker

14

Homayoun Tehrani

Nancy Armentrout

6

June Birthdays

Church Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
9:00 AM—1:00 PM
Closed Friday
Phone: (540)886-8333;
FAX: (540)885-3868

6

Mon

7

Tue

8

1

Wed

9

2

10 AM

Thu

Worship
10:30 AM

S.S. 9:15 AM

26

19

Worship
10:30 AM

S.S. 9:15 AM

Worship
10:30 AM

S.S. 9:15 AM

Virginia Gregory
Service 2 PM

12

27

20

Seminar
6-8 PM

“The Call to
Love and
Care”

13

Men’s Ignite
Bible Study
6:30 PM

28

Deacons 7 PM

Leadership

21

Men’s Ignite
Bible Study
6:30 PM

14

29

22

15

30

D-Group
10 AM

D-Group 10 AM

Food Pantry
9-11 AM

23

VBS 6-8 PM

D-Group 10 AM

Food Pantry
9-11 AM

16

OCC Meeting
WMU
Church Cookout Helen Ramsey
4:15 on the Serving Supper
5:30 PM
Service at Henry
“In Christ” Worship
Front Porch
at Love, INC
Funeral Home
6 PM

Worship 10:30 AM

5 S.S. 9:15 AM

Sun

24

17
VBS
6 - 8 PM

Trip to Sight
and Sound
Theater

10

3

Fri

June 2022

25

VBS
9 AM - 2 PM

18

11

4

Sat
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FINANCIAL STATISTICS
Financial Report
Budgeted Amount
Amount Received
Spent

5/8/2022
$113,852.37
$112,956.40
$106,167.12

DEACON OF THE WEEK

June 5 — Gary Roberson
June 12 — Linda Page
June 19 — Robert Burnes
June 26 — Renee Estes

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

Casserole — Betty Hale
Facilities — Irvin Hoyt
¨ Sunday School at 9:15 AM for Adult/
Youth/Children

¨ Sunday Worship at 10:30 AM for Worship
¨ Men’s Ignite 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at
6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall

¨ Reﬂections Wednesdays at 6:30 PM in
the Chapel

¨ D-Group Thursdays at 10 AM in the
Fellowship Hall

¨ Fridays@First for Kids and Youth Fridays
5:30-7 PM

I had a tiny box, a precious box
Of human love — my perfume of great price;
I kept it close within my heart of hearts
And scarce would lift the lid lest it should waste
Its fragrance on the air. One day a strange
Deep sorrow came with crushing weight, and fell
Upon my costly treasure, sweet and rare,
And broke the box to pieces. All my heart
Rose in dismay and sorrow at this waste,
But as I mourned, behold a miracle
Of grace Divine. My human love was changed
To Heaven’s own, and poured in healing streams
On other broken hearts, while soft and clear
A voice above me whispered, “Child of Mine,
With comfort wherewith you are comforted,
From this time forth, go comfort others,
And you will know blessed fellowship with Me,
Whose broken heart of love has healed the world.”

